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all its contents (probably the one containing the apparatus for 
solar observations) and ^1,000 to the British Astronomical 
Association.] 

Some Recent Astronomical Publications. 

Publications of the Cincinnati Observatory, No. 14. 

Catalogue of 2030 Stars for the Epoch 1895. By Jermain 

G. Porter, A. M., Ph. D., Director. Cincinnati, 1898. 

The catalogue contains the results of five years' work (1893- 

98) with the Cincinnati meridian- circle. The working-list was 

made up primarily of known proper-motion stars, and the proper 

motions derived from a least-squares adjustment of all available 

material are given in the catalogue. 

Die Venus-Durchgange, 1874 und 1882. Bericht iiber die 
Deutschen Beobachtungen, .... herausgegeben von 
A. Auwers .... Erster Band. Berlin, 1898. 

With the publication of this volume the work of the German 
Transit of Venus Commission is closed. Volumes II to VI, pre- 
viously published, contain full details of the observations made 
in 1874 and in 1882, and the complete discussion of the results 
obtained. The present volume gives the history of the enter- ' 
prise and the documentary record of the proceedings of the 
Commission. 

In an appendix it also gives an account of some observations 
of the great comet of 1882, made by two of the parties during 
the ocean voyage to the observing stations, and some plates 
which reproduce the drawings of the comet made by Herr 
Schwab. 

Astronomical Papers, Prepared for the Use of the 
American Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac. Vol. 
VIII, Part II. Catalogue of Fundamental Stars for 1875 
and 1900; Reduced to an Absolute System. Prepared by 
and under the direction of Simon Newcomb. Washington, 
1898. 

In his introduction, Professor Newcomb states that this cata- 
logue was first undertaken in 1895, in consequence of a widely 
expressed desire by official and private astronomers in the United 
States for an improvement in the star-list of the American 
Ephemeris. At the Paris Conference of 1896, Professor New- 
comb was requested to complete the work in a form suitable for 
international use in astronomical ephemerides generally. This 
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required a considerable addition to the number of stars included, 
and led the author to base the work on more material than it was 
intended to use at the commencement. As now completed, the 
volume contains a complete discussion of the material available, 
the methods to be used in reducing and combining the star- 
places to form the adopted system of Right Ascensions and 
Declinations, and finally the catalogue of 1596 fundamental stars 
for 1875 and 1900, with full data for reducing these positions 
to any other desired epoch. 

Catalogue de 4281 Etoiles entre 74 40' et 8o° 20' de 
Declinaison Boreale 1855 pour l'Equinoxe de 1875. 
. . . par Dmitri Doubiago. Leipzig, 1898. 

This volume forms Part I of the catalogue of the Astronomische 
Gesellschaft of stars to the ninth magnitude between ~\- 8o° and 
— 2 Declination. In addition to the 2322 stars of ninth magni- 
tude, or brighter, it contains nearly as many more of the fainter 
stars. The observation of this zone was undertaken at Kasan 
by Professor M. Kowalski in 1869, and was completed by his 
successor, Professor Doubiago. 

Tables of the Heliocentric Motion of Mars. By 
Simon Newcomb. Washington, 1899. 

These tables form Part IV of Volume VI of the Astronomical 
Papers prepared for the use of the American Ephemeris and 
Nautical Almanac, and complete the author's work on the 
"Motions of the Four Inner Planets." 

An Introduction to Stellar Astronomy. By W. H. S. 
Monck, M. A., F. R. A. S. With Illustrations. London: 
Hutchinson & Co. 1899. 

The book contains chapters on the nature and distances of the 
fixed stars, their magnitudes, motions, spectra, etc. , most of which 
have already been printed in Popular Astronomy, but here 
appear as revised and corrected by the author, and with some 
additions. The illustrations are from some of the well-known 
photographs taken by Dr. Isaac Roberts. 

Stars and Telescopes : A Handbook of Popular Astronomy. 
Founded on the ninth edition of Lynn's Celestial Motions. 
By David P. Todd, M. A., Ph. D., Boston: Little, 
Brown & Co. 1899. 

The general character of this work is indicated by the title 
and in the preface, which states that ' ' Stars and Telescopes is 
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intended to meet an American demand for a plain, unrhetorical 
statement of the astronomy of to-day ; and it has been based 
upon Mr. Lynn's Celestial Motions because his little book had 
already covered excellently part of the ground, and had passed 
through nine English editions." Professor Todd's additions 
are printed in different type, and "with a single exception, the 
ample illustrations are wholly new additions." 

Medals Awarded by the National Academy of Sciences. 

At the annual meeting of the National Academy of Sciences, 
held in Washington, on April 18 to 20, 1899, the Watson Gold 
Medal was awarded to Dr. David Gill, Director of the Royal 
Observatory at the Cape of Good Hope; and the Henry Draper 
Gold Medal to Professor James E. Keeler, Director of the 
Lick Observatory. This is the first award of the Henry Draper 
Medal since 1892. 

Rediscovery of Holmes's Comet. 

This interesting comet was rediscovered by the writer on the 
morning of June nth with the 36-inch refractor. The comet is 
very faint — about 16th magnitude. It is about 30" in diameter, 
and very slightly brighter at the middle. It was found very 
close to the place assigned to it by Zwiers, in No. 3553 of the 
Astronomische Nachrichten, the residuals being but -f- 28 s in a, 
and +4' 54" in 8 (O - C). C. D. Perrine. 

Library Notice. 

Arrangements are being made to keep the Library of the 
Society open to members and visitors on three afternoons of each 
week between the hours of 2 and 5, until the 15th of August. 
Information as to the exact days, and other details, may be 
obtained at the rooms of the Society, at 819 Market Street, San 
Francisco. The Library Committee. . 



